
Ref  : DMA/AIFI/98/C 1019 
Date:  15/05/2019 
 
Dear Captain 
Good Day, 
 
Please find the attached informative document issued as  Information Updates 
QITAPI-IU-04-2019 regarding ”  
 Ukrainian Ballast Water Regulations Update ”, for your kind attention and 
necessary precaution measures. 
 
Note: This instruction indicates DA-11 e-mail Ref: “DMA/AIFI/97/C 909 Dated 
24/06/2018” with subject " Update on ballast water inspection problems in 
Ukrainian ports " to be considered as cancelled which previously sent by DMA. 
 
You are requested to confirm receipt, discuss the contents in the next 
  consolidated meeting on board & keep a copy in the file DA-11 . 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Ali Mohtasham 
Accident Investigations & Fleet Inspections  
ROD Ship Management Co. 
Dept. Tel No.  : 0098-21-26100357-8 
Dept. Fax No. : 0098-21-26125081 
Direct Tel No. : 0098-21-2384 3553 
Please reply to dma@sealeaders.com 

(Note: This e-mail has been sent as BCC <blind carbon copy to : All R.O.D.-SMC 
Vessels, to eliminate the lengthy list that would result if this e-mail is printed) 
 



 

Proclaiming that our expertise have taken utmost care for the authenticity of the information in this document & provision of 
guidelines as well as notices; whilst permitting the use of the promulgated info & data in training, familiarization and any 
other possible and legitimate loss prevention activities; QITA Mutual Insurance accepts no liabilities or claims whatsoever 
arising from or related to the inadequate and inappropriate use or incorrect construing of the furnished knowledge and thus 
advises all recipients to exert all necessary practices & Due Diligence in carrying out their management & operational 
activities upon and through which QITA Mutual Insurance is providing professional support & assistance. 

 

Information Updates QITAPI-IU-04-2019 

(Ukrainian Ballast Water Regulations Update) 

According to the recent information received from Ukraine, the control of segregated 

ballast in Ukrainian ports has been cancelled and ecological inspectors are no longer 

permitted to inspect vessels for the purposes of “ecological control”, including taking 

and analyzing samples of ballast water. Prior to the new rules, when visible traces of 

pollution were noticed during de-ballasting, ecologists were permitted to sample and 

analyze ship’s ballast water and compare results with the limits of polluted materials 

concentration. 

The new resolution passed by the Ukrainian cabinet states that the mentioned 

cancellation is not permanent, but will remain in force until new protocols for 

sampling and testing of ballast water have been adopted. Until such time, ecologists 

are prohibited from sampling and/or testing vessel’s ballast water. There are ideas that 

it is likely that ecologists will continue to inspect the ballast systems, log books and 

ballast water exchange logs, to look for evidence of documentary non-compliance. 

 Furthermore, the ecologists may also look at evidence in the form of visible pollution 

due to improper cleaning of the vessel’s "grey" water.   

In light of the above, it is important that vessels calling ports in the Ukraine follow the 

below recommendations: 

 All masters calling ports in the Ukraine should confirm with their agents that 

the designated berth does not have any visible traces of pollution prior to 

arrival. It is also important for the ship’s crew to ensure that the ship’s side is 

clear of any traces of pollutants while the vessel stays at berth. 

 The ship’s crew should periodically check over side of any traces or pollutants 

and report any issues to the authorities and at the same time inform their P&I 

club. 

 Although the ecologists may not sample or test the ballast water we would 

reiterate that Members should strictly adhere to the SIPBS (State Inspection 

for Protection of the Black Sea) requirements, such as exchange of ballast 

water when entering the Black Sea, document the exchange in the appropriate 

logs and the IMO ballast water reporting form, and declare to the agent the 

quantity of ballast the vessel will discharge in port. Paying particular attention 

to tank maintenance, where the ballast is taken, draining of the tanks when 

emptied and sampling routines when SIPBS inspectors are on board. 

 As most port state control visits onboard vessels will normally start with an 

examination of relevant certificates and documents, it is also important to 

ensure that the vessel’s ballast water management documentation is complete 

and up-to-date prior to a port entry. Under the requirements of the 

International Ballast Water Management Convention, vessels must have 

onboard a ballast water management plan, a ballast water record book and an 

International Ballast Water Management Certificate. The certificate is required 

for ships of 400 GT and above under a flag which is a Party to the Convention, 

however, also other vessels will need to demonstrate compliance with the 

requirements of the Convention. 

http://www.gard.no/web/updates/content/23667211/ballast-water-management-are-you-ready-for-8-september-2017

